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2004 ELECTIONS & DUES

Don’'t miss the December meeting. We need your dues money
($45) and of course you should vote in the very important el ections.
Asyou can seg, there is not much competition for most of the posi-
tions but the floor will be open for further nominations at our
December meeting. Please be present. If for any reason you can’t
make it, please let Paul Pflieger know and mail him a check
(payable to the Albany Area Bassmasters) for $45 to cover your
membership dues. It isimportant that we get the membership roster
updated in atimely manner to National BASS. If you are interested
in joining the NYSBASS Federation, you can see Charlie
Curcurito. Membership is $20.

WEe'll also have another round of collections for the Toys for Tots
program, so you better come with afat wallet.

NEW & IMPROVED

Good luck and a speedy recovery to George Leibach who under-
went knee replacement surgery on November 26th. We all wish him
the best and hope he has good looking nurses with warm hands.
Only atrue “basser” would put up with the pain until after the sea-
son is over before going in for surgery. I’'m sure he'll be springing
off the back deck come May with that new piece of hardware.

STATE FEDERATION 2004 (tentative)

June20  Points Cayuga L ake ?

July 11 Points Hudson River Catskill
July 25 Partners Canandaigua Lk State launch
Aug 8 Points Mohawk R. Scho. Xing
Aug 21& 22 Club Team Canandaigua Lk State launch
Sept 12 Points Tupper Lk ?



A Message From the “Prez”

The season is over, the weather is miserable and you're in a pre-hibernation mood. There are alot of

reasons to stay home, just kick back and relax. In truth, that's what | would like to do too. But
December is an important meeting month for us!

First and most important, we will be electing Officers and Tournament Committee members at the
December meeting. The floor will be open for nominations, so if you think there is someone out there
who will do a great job and he has not been nominated yet, there is still time. We always laugh a lit-
tle about our elections, since most of the positions stand with only a single candidate. But | can tell
you from experience, those one or two positions where there is a competition can have a huge impact
on discussions at the Tournament Committee meeting. It can be the difference in whether or not your
Ideas ever get raised.

We are a'so moving our discussion about scheduling to the December meeting. Each year it is has
become more important to get a schedule in place early. Competition for sites has become more
intense. | am surethere are already permitsissued for some launch dates. If we can critiquelast year’s
schedule and collect some “new” ideas for next year’s schedule, the Tournament Committee could
meet in late December or early January to put together next year’s schedule.

Don't forget Christmas is a few weeks away. If our gift to the Toys for Tots Program is going to be
of any value, we need to make our donation soon. We'll reach into our pockets one more time at the
December meeting, if you feel so moved, and together with the money we collected at the November
meeting and the proceeds of the 50/50 banquet raffle we should be able to make a significant contri-
bution to the Toys for Tots Program.

Your Club dues are due at the December meeting. We need to submit our membership to B.A.S.S. to
be sure our insurance remains in tact.

S0 get out of your favorite chair and join us for the last meeting of the year. Your ideas are important
and everyone's opinion is valued (our treasury grows when they’re not). You won't have to go to
another one of these stupid meetings until next year...

LAST YEAR.....

Just in case you can’'t remember or maybe just need a little refresher, here is where & when we went
last year for our points tournaments. Think about what you liked and didn’t like. If you didn’t fish a
body of water for a certain reason (too far, expenses too high) let us know. We take all comments into
consideration when we are making a tournament schedule. However, we do look at other things like,
time of year, fishing pressure, quality of the fishery and I’ ve always been an advocate of hitting a body
of water during its “peak”.

Saturday & Sunday Rouses Point, Lake Champlain
June 14th & 15th

Saturday, June 28th Great Sacandaga L ake
Saturday & Sunday Oneida Lake

July 26th & 27th

Sunday, August 10th Saratoga L ake

Saturday & Sunday Ticonderoga, L ake Champlain

September 27th & 28th
Saturday, October 18th L ake Bomoseen



...... STINT The neeting was called to order at 8:00 PM by President
d Mke Ellrott.

November 7th, 2003 Oficers Present: Mke Ellrott, Bill Swinton Jr., Al an
Meeting Minutes Maher & Paul Pflieger.
from M ke gave opening remarks. A happy birthday w sh went out
secretary to Sandy Curcurito & “Pops” Swi nton.
r
Al Mahe Motion to accept the Mnutes fromthe October 3rd neeting

by George Lei bach and 2nd by Geg Allen.

Treasurer’s Report - Paul Pflieger

Checkbook bal ance is $8, 457.54

Menbership - Mke Ellrott

No prospective nenbers applying for nenbership. However
M ke did receive a couple of inquiries through email.

Conservation - Frank Maher

None.

Safety - Tim Bant ham

None.

Banquet Conmittee - Tony Curcurito

Novenber 15th at the Best Western on Wstern Ave. in Al bany. Cocktail hour will be from 6PM
to 7PM Cost will be $25 per guest, club nenbers will be paid for by the club.

Tournanent Commttee - Bill Swinton Jr.

Bill thanked Sandy for all the work she has done at our weigh-ins. He also thanked the nmem
bership for their efforts in making our weigh-ins go smoothly. Also, the new traveling trophy
has been ordered.

State Federation - Frank Maher

The tentative 2004 tournament schedule is out. Cayuga Lk, Hudson River, Mhawk River and
Tupper Lake are the points tournaments. Canandi agua Lake will be the site for their partners
tournanent and the club team event. There is also a federation neeting on Decenber 6th that he
will attend.

A d Busi ness:

Lunker Pool - The 5.58 pound |unker |argenouth caught by Bob Richard is gone. Getting knocked
out of the top spot and al so second pl ace.

The “Mad Hatter”, Bill Pigott, was at the neeting. $8 will get you one of the npbst presti-
gi ous hats ever seen on the water.



New Busi ness:

M ke read an email he received from Bruce Hi nsdal e. Bruce makes spinners (in-line?). You can
check out his product at www. home. earthlink. net/~hi nsdal eenterprises/

There was discussion of supporting a local charity this Christmas season. Toys for Tots and a
local famly were nentioned. An envel ope was passed around so guys could contribute ($ anount
not available at this tine). Tom Hal ey also brought up the idea of having a 50/50 at the ban-
guet to help raise noney for a donation.

M ke read the thank you card received on behalf of the Mher famly.

There was also a report of the locks on the Mohawk River being open until Novenber 11th due
to the excessive rain fall the past couple of weeks. The canal was closed a couple of days
due to the high water.

Tom Hal ey cautioned everyone about the threat of Chronic Wasting Di sease. This is a dangerous
neur ol ogi cal disease that afflicts nmenbers of the deer famly but they aren’'t sure if hunmans
are conpletely immne to it. Carcasses of the infected animal nust be disposed of through

i nci neration.

The fl oor was open for nom nations.
NOM NATI ONS FOR OFFI CERS:

PRESI DENT: M ke Ellrott by Frank Maher, 2nd by Frank Pol onai ne
VI CE PRESI DENT: Jim Underhill by Bill Pigott, 2nd by George Leibach
TREASURER: Paul Pfliger by Charlie Curcurito, 2nd by Frank Pol onai ne
SECRETARY: Al an Maher by Frank Plol maine, 2nd by Paul Pflieger

NOM NATI ONS FOR TOURNAMENT COWM TTEE:

VEI GH MASTER: Charlie Curcurito by Al an Maher, 2nd by Frank Pol onai ne
MEASURER: Al Dickinson by Mke Ellrott, 2nd by Bob Sinek

Tom Haley by Charlie Curcurito, 2nd by Anthony Curcurito
TI ME KEEPER: Greg Allen by Tom Hal ey, 2nd by Anthony Curcurito

George Locke by Charlie Curcurito, 2nd by Bill Pigott
Nom nations were closed and will reopen at the Decenber neeting.
- 10 Mnute Break -
-Fish Tal k-

M ke spoke of the statistics for the Bonbseen tournanent. 102 bass were caught by 32 guys for
a total of 197 pounds. There were 11 linmits with 4 guys catching no keepers. Some linmits were
very small, just barely having a one pound average per fish. Art grant had the lunker of the
tournanent and the lunker of the year with a 6.75 pound | argenputh. He was “tight-I|ipped” when
it cane to answering the question of what he caught it on. Frank Pol onai ne, who caught the

2nd biggest fish this year (6.67 |Ibs.), also on Bonbseen, was equally quiet when asked the
sane question. It was the tenth tine since 1989 that Bonpbseen has put up the “lunker of the
year” for this club. Mke read off the top ten finishers of the Bonpbseen tournanent.

Al Di ckinson then talked of his winning efforts on Bonbseen. Basically saying he had nothing
special going. He just went fishing and things worked out for him

M ke read through the top-ten finishers in the Mohawk Partners event held on Cctober 27th and
then through the top ten for the season after a brief talk of how he and Frank Maher won the
Mohawk event. Al so nention of Bobby Sinmek, again w nning the Non-boater award for his third
tinme.

50/ 50 won by Robert Swinton - $30

Boat raffle ticket won by A an Mher

Motion to adjourn by Greg Allen, 2nd by Tony Curcurito.



Medting Reminde....

The next meeting of the Albany Area Bassmasters will be
Friday, December 5th at the Watervliet K of C hall at 8:00
PM sharp.

alaH
abeisod
aoe|d




