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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
After a  long winter, albeit an easy one, our “new year” is finally here. Actually, I consider opening

day for Bass in VT to be the real new year but this is close enough. It was long for most of us that put
our boats away in October & November and I bet alot of us still have yet to put our rigs in the water,
unlike a certain member of my family. I honestly don’t know why he even bothers to winterize it. I
think all he really needs to do is dump some gas stabilizer in the tank and sweat it out for a few weeks.
Saturday, May 5th will find us at the Saratoga Lake State Launch. Pike, Pickerel & Walleye are our tar-
gets. Minimum lengths are 18” for Pike and 15” for Pickerel and Walleye. The cost is $60 per boat,
which includes lunker. Once again, the time will be 6AM (or safe light) to 2PM. Please get there early
to avoid any delays in launching. 
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KID’S 
TOURNAMENT

Our next event after the pike tournament will be the kid’s tournament. To make Bill Swintons’ job
easier, please inform him of the name(s) and ages of the children you plan to take fishing. This event
will be held at the Fish Creek Marina on Saratoga Lake.

AABM’S 2002 TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
05/04 Pike Tournament Saratoga Lake, State Launch

05/14 Kid’s Tournament Saratoga Lake, Fish Creek

06/8&9 Bass/Points Rouses Pt., Chazy Landing

06/29 Bass/Points Saratoga Lake, State Launch

07/20 Husband/Wife, etc. Cossayuna Lk, State Launch

07/28 Bass/Points Oneida Lk, St. Shores Park

08/17&18 Bass/Points Lk. Champ, Port Henry&Ti

09/28 Bass/Points Bomoseen, The Edgewater

10/12 Bass/Points Mohawk R., Schoharie Xing

10/19 Invitational Site & Time TBA

Federation’s 2002
Tourn.  Schedule

6-16
Chautauqua Lake @ Long Pt.  Park

7-14
Oneida Lake @ Marion Mannor

8-3&4 
Club Team - Lk. Champlain @ Ti 

8-25
Cayuga Lk. @ Cayuga Lk. State
Park

9-15
Lk. Champlain @ Chazy Landing



I couldn’t have said it better myself, Mike.
Hopefully, May 4th will be worth the wait for us all.

I’m writing this month’s Message a little earlier than usual.  Both Al and I have weekend plans and
we wanted to get the Newsletter ready to go.  I’m not sure this is a good evening to write it though
because I’m in a lousy mood.  Less than a week ago it was 90 degrees and tonight we might have
freezing temperatures.  There were snowflakes mixed with the rain I drove home from work in.  But
I’d be in a lousy mood even if the weather were nicer.  I’m tired of working on the camp while some
of you are out fishing. I’m tired of raking and bagging last year’s dead grass at home so my lawn
will grow and then I’ll quickly get tired of mowing it. I’m tired of thinking about all the other things
I have to do around the house and camp before my weekends become my own again.  

I’m tired of having so much tackle in my basement that I can’t find anything to buy that I don’t
already own. I’m tired of waiting 7 months to fish for five months. I’m tired of going to Bass Club
meetings when we aren’t fishing, putting together agendas to fill the evening and trying to make a
boring evening enjoyable.  I’m tired of work, of trying to do more with less people, of managing
without a budget and waiting months to fill jobs that become vacant.  I’m really tired of watching
reruns of those Saturday morning fishing shows.  Tired of watching Bill Dance catch pond fed giants
with nary another fisherman in sight.  I’m tired of watching Shaw Grigsby catch pound and a half
fish and calling them three pounders.  But maybe the worst time of the entire Spring came watching
the Bassmasters Central Division Open on Toledo Bend.  I was so annoyed watching (and worse lis-
tening to) these “professional fisherman” that I was ready to take a flipping stick to anyone who even
suggested fishing a tournament to me.  I sat there watching and talking to the TV.  “God bless the
first guy who calls for the net 17 times while he’s landing a fish”. The guy in the front of the boat set
the hook on a fish 50 feet from the boat and called net on every turn of his reel handle as if the guy
in the back of the boat could have somehow not gotten the message.  “God bless the guy who tells
me how to net a fish he cranked alongside of the boat still green, that’s flipping and jumping and just
realized he was hooked.”  “God bless the guy that’s complaining about having to stop to cull fish,
while I’m still on the back deck looking for my first fish.”   

I knew writing this Message tonight was a mistake.  I’m going downstairs and blowing the dust off
my rods and reels.  I think I might even cut last years baits off my line and strip my reels.  I may
even have time to spool new line before going to bed.  Tomorrow night I will spray a little WD 40 on
my hooks so Frankie doesn’t notice the rust during the pike tournament.  Later this week I’ll pack as
much tackle as I can into my bag, I won’t use it, but carrying it around gets me in the right frame of
mind.  I’m going fishing because that’s how I unwind and relax.  I escape all reality for a while, it
calms me.  And for some reason even Gail has been saying, “you need to get out fishing.”  I’m glad
the first Saturday in May is almost here!    
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Home Phone Work Phone

ALBANY AREA BASSMATERS - 2002 ROSTER
Name Address

AllenGreg 518-464-014725 Delafield Drive NY 12205Albany

BackesWilliam 518-456-34631 Farnworth Dr. NY 12159Slingerlands

BanthamTim 518-884-8069 518-884-657334 Carriage Way NY 12020Ballston Spa

BishopRichard 518-438-6521439 Morris St. NY 12208Albany

CamadineRuss 518-784-2087164 West Shore Dr. NY 12123Valatie

CurcuritoAnthony 518-434-80322E Rosemary Drive NY 12211Albany

CurcuritoCharlie 518-464-1970101 Ten Eyck NY 12084Guilderland

CurcuritoJoey 518-899-411938 Larkspur Drive NY 12020Ballston Spa

DenglerBrian 518-270-470332 Orchard Ave. NY 12143Ravena

DickinsonAllen 518-692-7685 518-692-7685RD 4, #11 Wilson Ave. NY 12834Greenwich

DickinsonJamie 518-283-4231 518-489-323319 Ashcroft Street NY 12198Wynantskill

EllrottMike 518-356-0949 518-474-13011825 Devendorf Rd. NY 12303Schenectady

GodinLeo 518-482-618132 Hazelhurst Ave. NY 12203Albany

GrantArthur 518-584-124037 Quevic Dr. NY 12866Saratoga Springs

GreeleyBill 518-658-9720340 Crandall Road NY 12138Petersburg

GreeleyJim 518-658-9720340 Crandall Road NY 12138Petersburg

HaleyTom 518-885-315972 Skylark Drive NY 12020Ballston Spa

JamesScott 518-692-29933 Lark St. NY 12834Greenwich

LaRose, Jr.William 413-528-4706909 Main Street MA 01230Great Barrington

LeibachGeorge 518-237-8691164 Congress St. NY 12047Cohoes

LockeGeorge 518-399-786629 Buell Ave. NY 12019Ballston Lake

MaherAl 518-459-451022 Norbrick Drive NY 12205Albany

MaherFrank 413-442-2656288 Connecticut Ave. MA 01201Pittsfield

MoyBrady 518-677-86231379 King Rd. NY 12816Cambridge

O’BrienMike 518-733-9153155 Caluin Cole Rd. NY 12168Stephentown

PfliegerPaul 518-355-3334 518-478-1094336 Shirlwood Dr. NY 12306Schenectady

PigottBill 413-443-4938 413-637-10315 Grape Street MA 01201Pittsfield

PolomaineFrank 518-355-80741978 Marlette St. NY 12303Schenectady

PriceWayne 518-664-629377 Vanness Rd. NY 12133Mechanicville

ReginaBlase 518-456-146136 Gipp Rd. NY 12203Albany

RichardBob 518-686-5224170 Main St. NY 12090Hoosick Falls

RichardRob 518-686-5318520 Bouie Hill Rd. NY 12090Hoosick Falls

RossettiFrank 518-356-962726 Meadowbrook Court Apt. NY 12084Guilderland

Simek, Jr.Bob 518-338-3701338 E. Campbell Rd. NY 12303Schenectady

SommersRalph 518-456-4754 518-869-2112P.O. Box 508 NY 12084Guilderland

SwintonBill 518-695-3650121 Lowber Rd. NY 12834Greenwich

Swinton, Sr.Bill 518-584-8331245 Wilbur Rd. NY 12871Schuylerville

UnderhillJim 413-442-6089107 Clarkson Ave. MA 01201Pittsfield

VanTasselDon 413-528-0117P.O.Box 554 MA 01252N.Egremont



The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM by President
Mike Ellrott

Officers Present: Mike Ellrott, Bill Swinton Jr., Alan 
Maher, and Paul Pflieger.

Motion to accept the Minutes from the March meeting by
Tony Curcurito and 2nd by Wayne Price.

Treasurer’s Report - Paul Pflieger

Paul reported that the Club has a balance of $4,018.67

Membership Report - George Locke

George announced that there were 2 prospective members in
attendance. Bob Simek Sr. and Terry Flemming were making
their 3rd. Bob Burns arrived after George had made his
report. Bob attended his 4th function.

Safety Report - Bob Simek 

No report. 

Tournament Committee Report - Bill Swinton

Bill discussed the upcoming kids tournament and our pike tournament. Our pike tournament will
go out of the Saratoga State launch and there are 15 boats signed up so far. $60 entry fee
plus a $10 calcutta. Many guys have had their VT license and certificate of insurance checked.
Bill mentioned that $160 would cover all your entry fees for the points tournaments and pre-
paying them in one shot would simplify the book keeping process. If something should come up
that requires you to miss a tournament, then you will be refunded the entry fee for that
tournament. 

Our kids tournament will also be on Saratoga Lake but will go out of the Fish Creek Marina on
Saturday, May 18th. Time will be 7AM to 1PM. Any fish goes as long as it is in season and of
course the going limit must be observed. Bill was looking for volunteers for running the grill
after the tournament and fro someone to collect the $5 launch fee. Jim Greeley & Mike Ellrott
volunteered to help out. Rose Maher & Sandy Curcurito were also volunteered by their wonderful
husbands. We also need a new lure for every kid in the tournament for a grab bag gift. 

Federation Report - Frank Maher

Frank did not drink at this particular meeting.

The Scholarship Fund is in affect again this year. Funding is from individual donations and
donations from member clubs and is replenished for next years recipients. 

A total of $5,973 was collected and donated to the Disaster Relief Fund.

The Federation has a current balance of $21,273 in its coffers.

Frank has tickets for the Federations’ boat raffle.

The State Tournament Committee also had some in depth discussions on who could practice for a
tournament, the definition of a local expert, alternates at the Club Team Event and enacting
speed limits under certain conditions. We also have a Tournament Committee Rep for our area.
That person is Mark Ventra.
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Club News

Charlie read the names of the individuals that are in the Lunker Pool. With the 20 paid
entrants, 1st is worth $200 and 2nd is worth $100.

There will be three (3) meeting changes so that we can avoid boat draws the night before a
tournament, scheduled events and holiday weekends. 
June 7th will be moved back to Friday, May 31st.
July 5th will be moved to Thursday, July 11th.
August 2nd will be moved to Friday, August 9th.

Sandy Curcurito has club photo albums that need a home. Jamie Dickinson volunteered to hang on
to them.

The club OK’d having a raffle for a boat raffle ticket.

Conservation Report - Jim Greeley

Jim mentioned that the city of Troy is only giving out 1 year permits for the Tomhannock
Reservoir. He was told the reason behind all this was due to the fear of someone contaminating
the water supply. He also explained how irrational a reason that was since it can be easily
done from a vehicle traveling along the road. Mike Ellrott discussed the changes that he has
noticed since September 11th.

10 minute break.   

More Club News

After the break, we had the pleasure of listening to a presentation done by the NYS BASS
Federation Angler of the Year, Nate Laskiewicz on Peacock Bass fishing in the Amazon. 

50/50 won by Bill Larose, $32

Boat raffle ticket raffle won by Paul Pflieger.

Motion to adjourn - Tony Curcurito and 2nd by Bill Pigott.


