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PIKE TOURNAMENT
The Pike, Pickerel & Walleye tournament is just around the corner so get your gear dusted off and

PUT SOME NEW  LINE ON THOSE @#*%*  REELS!!!! There’s nothing worse than watching a
big pike snap your line as it makes a power dive under the boat, except watching a big bass do it in a
tournament. This is one of our few partner events    and always a competitive one. Please let Bill know
who you are fishing with at this meeting, that will help ensure that we can have all our members with
partners.The cost is $60 per boat, which includes lunker. Saturday, May 5th is the tournament  date and
will be held at the Saratoga Lake State Launch. Also, there will be a $5 launch fee charged by our
friends in the government. I also believe that they charge per car, so you might want to “car pool” if
convenient. Time will be 6AM to 2PM or safe light. Make sure you are there early, I’m sure we won’t
be the only ones at the launch, so let’s get the boats in early so we can launch on time.
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CONDOLENCES
Our condolences go out to the
Curcurito family on the passing
of Sandy’s sister. Flowers were
sent on behalf of the club.

KID’S 
TOURNAMENT

Our next event after the pike
tournament will be the kid’s
tournament. To make Bill
Swintons’ job easier, please
inform him of the name(s) and
ages of the children you plan to
take fishing. This event will be
held at the Fish Creek Marina
on Saratoga Lake.

STUFF TO REMEMBER
I don’t know about you guys but as I get older, I’m having a hard-

er time remembering stuff that I should remember. Like if I paid
lunker, who my partner is in the next tournament, did I grease my
wheel bearings or, where I boated that big limit (only kidding about
that one). So, I just want to remind you of a few things.

1.) State boat raffle. Here’s a good chance to win a great rig for a
$100 and maybe see a few of our club members like you’ve never
seen them before.
2.) Get in the Calcuttas. I’ve been stupid enough to not do that

twice and fished good enough for a 1st and 2nd place finish.
3.) Get in the Lunker of the Year Pool. That is probably the best

way to walk off with a few hundred bucks. You only have to be
lucky once.
4.) DON’T jump in the water after your rod. Unless it’s a G Loomis
with a Team Diawa screwed to it, let it go! I did this once. In mid
air, I was thinking “What the %#@* am I doing? This water is
going to be cold” Fortunately, the sheer terror of being caught in the
weeds and unable to get to the surface made me forget about the
water temp. I really thought I was dead. Meanwhile, Frank is laugh-
ing his head off on the front deck, still fishing his Pop-R.



Federation’s 2002
Tourn.  Schedule

6-16
Chautauqua Lake @ Long Pt.  Park

7-14
Oneida Lake @ Marion Mannor

8-3&4 
Club Team - Lk. Champlain @ Ti 

8-25
Cayuga Lk. @ Cayuga Lk. State
Park

9-15
Lk. Champlain @ Chazy Landing

I don’t know about you, but for me this is the worst time of the year.   March Madness and the college
basketball season end on Monday, the baseball season opens for those hardy enough (and foolish
enough) to actually play baseball in the Northeast at this time of the year, the sportsman shows are his-
tory and now there is nothing left to do but wait.  The Simeks have been bank fishing on the Mohawk
for a couple of weeks, Frankie has already been on the water as much as some of will make all season;
but the rest of us are sitting and waiting.  Mother Nature has been particularly cruel.  A mild winter that
promised an early start to our season was ushered out with temperatures on the first day of Spring as
cold as we saw all Winter.  If you’re like me, you didn’t take advantage of the warm February/March
afternoons to get a head start on the yard work and spring cleanup that needs to be taken care of before
you take to the water.
Even the Club business seems to be in pretty good order.  We’ll take advantage of the opportunity to

enjoy some fish talk at our April meeting.  New York State Federation Angler of the Year Nate
Laskiewicz will join us to talk about his Peacock Bass fishing adventure.  We’re going to try to get
organized for the May pike tournament.  You don’t have to pay entry fees yet, but we’d like to find out
who you’ll be fishing with so that we can try to find rides for guys that need them.  And you may want
to bring your calendar with you.  I’m going to reschedule a couple of future meetings so that we aren’t
drawing partners the same week as the tournament.
I’m looking forward to Friday’s meeting.  It’s a chance to get together with you and talk some fishing.
At least for one evening I can set the waiting aside and act as if the season were here.  See you Friday.  
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CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE
For those of us whose insurance expired in the fall or winter,

please ensure that Bill Swinton has your current certificate of
insurance for your boat. You will not use your rig if he does not
have it on hand. 

AABM’S 2002 TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
05/04 Pike Tournament Saratoga Lake, State Launch

05/14 Kid’s Tournament Saratoga Lake, Fish Creek

06/8&9 Bass/Points Rouses Pt., Chazy Landing

06/29 Bass/Points Saratoga Lake, State Launch

07/20 Husband/Wife, etc. Cossayuna Lk, State Launch

07/28 Bass/Points Oneida Lk, St. Shores Park

08/17&18 Bass/Points Lk. Champ, Port Henry&Ti

09/28 Bass/Points Bomoseen, The Edgewater

10/12 Bas/Points Mohawk R., Schoharie Xing

10/19 Invitational Site & Time TBA
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- anonymous



The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM by President
Mike Ellrott

Officers Present: Mike Ellrott, Bill Swinton Jr., Alan 
Maher, and Paul Pflieger.

Minutes from the January meeting were read by Al Maher
with one correction; include Rob Richard under the
Banquet Committee. Minutes accepted by Scott James, sec-
ond by Tony Curcurito.

Treasurer’s Report - Paul Pflieger

Paul reported that the Club has a balance of $3,911.01

Paul made note that the balance included $18 collected at
the tournament committee meeting that took place at Mike
Ellrotts’ house.

Membership Report - George Locke

George announced that there were 3 prospective members in attendance. Bob Simek Sr. was making
his 2nd, Terry Flemming making his 2nd & Bob Burns was on his 3rd.

Safety Report - Bob Simek 

Bobby contacted the Saratoga County Sheriff regarding a boat safety check. Bob was told to
“check-in” with the department again at a later date. 

Banquet Committee - Tony Curcurito

Tony announced that the banquet would be on November 16th at the Best Western on Western Ave.
in Albany in the vicinity of the State University and that there are rooms set aside for peo-
ple who would like to stay over. According to Tony, the main reason for changing the location
was due to other events taking place at the same time.

Federation Report - Frank Maher

Frank attended the January 18th meeting, much fun was had by all. Al Smith of the National
Federation gave a lengthy talk on the future plans & ideas of the new owners of BASS, ESPN.
These include a 24hr, 7 day a week outdoor channel, year round events, all BASS events will
be in a “Pro - Am” format, doubling the current National Federation membership, etc. He also
expressed the importance of clubs to pay their dues on time, noting that a delay means that
the club is not covered with insurance during that time period.
It was stated that the city which hosts a national championship stands to gain $3 million in
revenue generated by hotel, gas, food purchases, etc.
Al Smith also stated that the majority of “pre ESPN” workers have been dumped and replaced by
new people. ESPN is running this as a business and nothing less. 

$4400 was raised at auction for the State Federation Youth Fund.

The Scholarship Fund is in affect again this year. Funding is from individual donations and
donations from member clubs. 

Charlie Curcurito was awarded “Life Membership” status for the State Federation.

Out of 39 club members, 24 have paid their dues to the State Federation. 
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Club News

Mike thanked Greg Allen for his continued work on our website and presented Greg with a check
for $120 for his friend, Nathan Kroop, who is letting us use his server for the Albany Area
Bassmasters website.

Tim Bantham will be presenting seminars at the Outdoor Show, March 15th-17th at the Empire
State Plaza. 

The Bass Club Digest was available at the meeting. Everyone was in favor of paying $1 per
member so we could continue to receive the publication.

Charlie Curcurito read off the names of the members that have paid for the 2002 lunker pool.
So far, 9 members have paid the $15.

Mike announced that the Capital District Bassmasters will be having 2 “open tournaments” this
fall. Sept 1st on the Mohawk River @ Schoharie Crossing & October 20th on Saratoga Lake at
South Shore Marina. Entry fee is $60 per team and $10 for lunker.

Tournament Committee Report - Bill Swinton

Bill went over the fine points of the tournament schedule, stating that several launches that
we will be using will have a parking fee. Oneida Shores launch will not open before 6AM, we
also need an official time to be off the water on the practice day. For people that are
interested, Tom Haley can get applications to join the Oneida Lake Association which will give
you access to an apparently “bitching” map.

Bill would like a count and ages of the children that we can expect at the Kids Tournament on
Saratoga Lake. He also stressed that we use the launch at Fish Creek Marina since we are hav-
ing the weigh-in at the facility.

15 minute break.

Conservation Report - Frank Maher

Frank again mentioned that the focus of the committee will be changing. They’ll look at how
we’re conducting our weigh-ins and implement changes where needed and practical, possibly hav-
ing release boats when necessary. He also went on to discuss how he tries to ensure that his
fish that are caught survive to fight another day.

50/50 won by Brady Moy $37

Motion to adjourn - Bob Richard second by Tony Curcurito.


